
DISCOVER-AQ FORECAST SUMMARY    February 2, 2013  
 
AQ Discussion Summary 
PM2.5 continues to build in the SJV and is expected to build through Tuesday.  Will levels reach the previous 
high around January 20th?  The SJV sites are dirtier than the Sacramento sites:  High PM2.5 levels at night due 
to fireplaces and inversion. Corcoran had the highest levels again overnight.  PM2.5 levels are expected to be 
code yellow ς code orange this weekend.  CMAQ indicates less offshore flow and, subsequently, less 
pollution over the ocean.  There ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ άŎƭŜŀƴ-ƻǳǘέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {W± ǳƴǘƛƭ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ. 

 
Weather Summary 
Sunday 
PODEX (SF) ς Cirrus currently over region should clear out by tomorrow.  Skies should be clear except for the 
occasional wisp of cirrus around 20K ft.  Lower level solid stratus clouds are expected over the region of 
interest. 
 
Monday ς SJV ς DǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  {ƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀǘŎƘȅΣ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
recently.  No significant clouds are expected right now.  A thin, shallow, patchy layer over cirrus moves into 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ п ǇƳΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŘǎΦ   
 
Tuesday ς SJV ς The cirrus layer coming in Monday night sticks around Tuesday.  A relatively solid layer from 
400-200 mb is forecast. 
 
Wednesday ς SJV ς Currently forecast to be clearer than Tuesday.  Possible residual thin layer of  upper level 
clouds at ~250 mb. 
 
Thursday ς SJV ς Increased clouds due to approaching trough. 
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Current Conditions 



Current Conditions 



GOES: IR at 1600 UTC (8 am) Today 



GOES: Cloud Top Height at 1630 UTC  (8:30 am) Today 



Today: 
Mid and high level clouds stream northward today.  An embedded 
vorticity center is forecast to travel around the periphery of the 
ridge into northern CA by tonight. 
     



Tomorrow (Sunday): 
The ridge is forecast to rebound through Sunday and Monday as a 
small shortwave trough travels down the CA/NE border.  This 
shortwave might bring some precipitation to the mountains.  The 
upper level cyclonic circulation in the East Pacific could keep high 
clouds in place. 
     



Fresno 
Today: Cloudy 
Sunday: Cloud cover over 50% most of the day 

¢ƻŘŀȅ Ҧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Ҧ 



Hanford 
Today: Cloudy 
Sunday: Cloud cover decreases throughout the day 

¢ƻŘŀȅ Ҧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Ҧ 


